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	To the Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs 
House of Representatives of the States General


Proposal to the Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs to participate in and host the Second Swedish-Dutch Conference on Gender Equality – “Women in War Zones” 
1. Summary
The Embassy of Sweden in The Hague and the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs are jointly organising a conference about women in conflict and post-conflict areas. One of the aspects of the conference will be women’s involvement in peace processes and peace building, and also gender issues in relation to international peace keeping missions. Another important issue is women’s standing in society as a whole in the countries concerned, including women’s political influence and participation in the decision making process, women’s rights and security, and gender justice. The basis of the international work in these areas are UN Security Council Resolutions 1325 and 1820.  

The Embassy of Sweden and the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs would like to ask the Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs of the Dutch House of Representatives if it would consider actively participating in and hosting the conference in its premises (the Oude Zaal for example). All preparatory work, such as identifying invitees,  sending invitations, preparing background material etc will be done by the ministry and the Swedish Embassy. 
It would be an honour for us and we feel it would also be of high symbolic importance to have the support of the Parliament and the Committee on Foreign Relations for a conference on women’s rights, influence and participation.  Below you will find more details about the conference.
2. Background
The Swedish Embassy in The Hague will have a special focus on gender equality during a period of three years, 2008-2010. The first event took place on 21 November 2008 – A Swedish-Dutch Conference on Gender Equality and Labour Participation. The conference was a response to a great interest in the Netherlands in the reasons for Sweden having a higher rate of women working full time or close to full time, the policies and instruments, the parental insurance, child care system etc. The conference was organised by the Embassy in cooperation with the Swedish Institute and the Dutch Parliament (the House of Representatives, the OCW Committee), the latter hosting the conference in its premises. The conference gathered approximately 150 participants from ministries and parliaments of the two countries, other public authorities, the labour market parties and the private sector. More information about this conference and the speakers can be found on www.swedishconference.nl. I believe that it was a unique cooperation and we were honoured to have Tweede Kamer as a partner. 
In this year’s conference we will focus on women in conflict and post-conflict areas. More specifically, we would like to bring forward the issue of women as actors in peace processes, peace-keeping and in post-conflict phase.  The subject is chosen for several reasons. Sweden and the Netherlands are strong advocates of the respect for human rights, including women’s rights, focus part of their development assistance on countries in crisis and post-conflict situations
 and participate in peace keeping missions. The two countries are advanced in and have adopted national plans for the implementation of UNSCR 1325/1820, and have taken initiatives to intensify implementation of the resolution. Sweden and the Netherlands both have the ambition to be leading countries in raising awareness,  improving knowledge and in developing policy in this field. Not least: the Hague is the “capital of international peace and justice” and would be an appropriate place to organise a conference on this topic. 

3. Aim – translating policies into action

The aim of the conference is: 

· to contribute to the strengthening of women’s participation in conflict resolution, peace building and their standing in society in the post-conflict phase; 

· to enhance the impact of projects and initiatives by sharing expertise, by identifying good examples and by offering networking opportunities for various stakeholders; 

· to take stock of implementation of UNSCR 1325 and to share information on best practices in terms of preparation, training and code of conduct etc of international peace missions; 

· to identify ways of supporting domestic women’s as well as institutional initiatives for gender justice.

Through our choice of speakers and topics we wish to support women in conflict and post-conflict areas, and to promote change by providing the participants with concrete examples that they can bring back into their own organisations and activities. 

The aim is to have approximately 200 participants. Invitees will include representatives of the Parliaments and the Ministries for Foreign Affairs, Defence and Development Cooperation and the Armed Forces of the Sweden and the Netherlands, as well as aid organisations and NGO’s. Another target audience will be representatives of countries suffering, currently or in the past, of conflict, including but not limited to the DRC, Liberia, Kosovo, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Afghanistan, as well as relevant international and national organisations, NGO’s and aid organisations. 
4. The role of the Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs and of other organisers
The Swedish Embassy and the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs are responsible for organising the conference, and are doing so in close cooperation with the Dutch Ministry of Defence and the Swedish Institute. This entails designing the programme, identifying and addressing the speakers, identifying invitees and sending invitations, registering participants etc. The Swedish Embassy will provide information about the conference on a dedicated webpage and will also host a reception for the participants.
The role of the Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs/Tweede Kamer would be to host the conference in its premises and thereby showing its support for this Swedish-Dutch initiative to support women as actors in peace processes, in peace-keeping, post-conflict reconstruction and in politics and decision-making. We would then also like to ask a representative of Tweede Kamer to give the opening address, which could for example address the issue of women’s rights and political participation. All members of the Committee are invited to participate in the conference - we intend to make this an interactive conference. 
5. Additional Activity – for information

Documentary play:  Seven

In the evening of 2 December, the Swedish Riksteatern (“Rijkstheater”) will perform a documentary play – Seven – in Nieuwe Kerk in The Hague. Seven is an inspiring drama based on interviews with seven unusual and extraordinary women leaders and human rights activists from different parts of the world. More information about the documentary and the women concerned can be found on www.sevenplay.org.
Invitees will include, amongst others,  the participants in the conference on 3 December, parliamentarians, civil servants, other organisations and NGO’s, the diplomatic community in The Hague. We also intend to invite university students. We hope that also members of Tweede Kamer will wish to attend the documentary play. From an organisational aspect, we do not ask for assistance or contributions of Tweede Kamer, however; the performance will be supported and financed by Riksteatern, the Swedish Embassy, the Swedish Institute, the Dutch Ministry for Foreign Affairs and others. 

	Comments: 
“The lives of these women provide a portal through which audiences will be able to experience a diversity of cultures while bearing witness to the varied ways in which individual women have overcome seemingly insurmountable hurdles to justice and freedom”.  Melanne Verveer, Board Chair, Vital Voice Global Partnership.
“Triumphant against physical and mental abuse, oppression, adversity and threats to their lives, these women’s stories will move your soul and give you a glimpse into the courage and sacrifice women leaders have made to improve the lives of others across the globe” 

(www. sevenplay.org, www.vitalvoices.org)




6. Draft programme

WOMEN IN WAR ZONES

THE SECOND SWEDISH-DUTCH CONFERENCE ON GENDER EQUALITY

8:15 – 8:45
Registration

9:00 – 10:00
Opening

· Host (depending on venue; Speaker of Tweede Kamer och Chairman of the Committee?)



· Bert Koenders, Minister for Development Cooperation


· Eimert van Middelkoop, Minister of Defence (to be confirmed)
· Joakim Stymne, State Secretary for Development Cooperation of Sweden

· Other representative of the Swedish Government
 (to be confirmed)

Presentation of the Programme






10:00 – 11:00

Women in Peace Building Processes
· Two presentations by local women’s initiatives

· Discussion







11:00 – 11:30

Coffee Break
11:30 – 13:00

Panel – [Community Based Approaches]


Participants: representatives of NGO’s and aid organisations, representatives of women’s initiatives, government representatives, international organisations (including the UN)

13:00 – 14:00

Lunch

14:00 - 14:30
Into the Heart of Darkness (short version) + discussion with film makers (documentary about the perpetrators of sexual violence in the DRC)


(We could consider inviting the producers)

14:30-16:00


1325/1820 in ESDP and UN peace missions 

· Presentations: representatives of the Dutch and Swedish military forces, gender advisors in peace keeping missions, UN Peace keeping operations and other UN organisations, NATO. 

16:00-16:15
Summary and conclusions
� The Dutch Minister for Development Cooperation has identified equal opportunities for women as on of his four top priorities.






