
Quadricentennial celebration
Program overview

objective
this year we will be celebrating four hundred years of uninterrupted friendship between the 
netherlands and america. in 1609, the dutch ship ‘Halve Maen’, commanded by captain Henry 
Hudson, arrived on the site of what is now new York city. this subsequently led to the establish-
ment of the new netherland colony and new amsterdam. the Quadricentennial offers an excellent 
opportunity to focus not only on our shared history, but more importantly on our shared values: 
freedoms, tolerance and the pursuit of happiness (the ‘dna’ that the netherlands shares with 
new York).

the celebrations are intended to connect past, present and future and to be a catalyst for closer 
cooperation between our two countries in the 21st century. a myriad of activities aimed at encour-
aging cultural and economic exchanges and improving our understanding and appreciation of 
each other have been organized.

Gift
in tribute to 400 years of friendship the netherlands will present new York with a Pavilion 
designed by Ben van Berkel, a leading architect from the netherlands. the Pavilion will be located 
on the newly dedicated nieuw amsterdam Plein in the battery, the former harbor of new amster-
dam. the Pavilion and Plein will serve as a public space for new Yorkers, commuters and tourists 
to enjoy. it will also be a monument to our shared history and values.

activities

january
the Quadricentennial celebrations will launch in New York on january 28th with a press confer-
ence by the Mayors of nYc and amsterdam and the netherlands nY400 coordinator Minister 
frans timmermans. a live satellite feed connection will be made with amsterdam.

the evening launch event will be held at MoMA, which will celebrate nY400 with four exhibitions 
throughout 2009, beginning with ‘van Gogh and the colours of the night’, followed by shows of 
‘Marlene dumas’, ‘aernout Mik’ and an exhibition dedicated to ‘in & out of amsterdam: 1960-1976’.
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february
Van Gogh’s ‘Starry Nights’ will return to the Netherlands for the first time and will be the center 
piece of the exhibitions ‘van Gogh and the colours of the night’ at the van Gogh Museum in 
amsterdam.

renowned dutch garden designers Piet Oudolf and Jacqueline van der Kloet have designed a 
four-season footpath that will change colors and shapes every month and that will start blooming 
in the new York botanical Garden in february.

March
the Keukenhof spring Garden will open on March 18th in the presence of Her Majesty the Queen 
and first lady of new York state, Mrs. Michelle Paige Paterson. the garden will feature a giant 
flower mosaic of the statue of liberty, created with more than 51.000 flower bulbs, as a tribute to 
the Quadricentennial.

april: 400 Years after Hudson’s epic journey began
from april 1st through 6th, exactly 400 years after the ‘Halve Maen’ set sail from amsterdam, four 
hundred years of friendship will be celebrated with ’new York nights’ in the netherlands. this will 
include both policy exchanges and a vibrant nightlife program for all ages. 
on april 1st the program will kick-off with the ‘Night of the Stars’, a gala evening organized by the 
Holland america friendship foundation in the monumental 13th century knights Hall in the Hague. 
Proceeds from the event will go to fulbright scholarships and other educational and cultural exchanges. 

the signature policy event will be “Pioneers!” a conference on active citizenship (april 1-3) 
intended for young leaders and representatives from new York and amsterdam. there will also  
be a high level policy exchange between amsterdam and new York on urban health, waterfront 
development, sustainable cities and education. 

the “New York Nights” in amsterdam will consist of:
–  a town hall meeting with Russell Shorto and dutch Historian Geert Mak focused on what the 

shared dna of amsterdam and new York means today.
–  night time opening of the Anne Frank House, starry nights exhibition at the Van Gogh 

Museum, Richard Avedon “exhibition by night” at the foaM Photography Museum, a sneak 
preview of unique historic documents from the dutch national archives on the founding of  
new amsterdam, adjacent to Rembrandts world famous night watch at the Rijksmuseum.

–  New York Jazz and Nightlife program in various trendy clubs, including a junior dance event 
for 14-18 year olds in the popular disco escape.

–  opening night of the 1605 Musical Play Granida, by distinguished poet and playwriter,  
Pc Hooft at the stadsschouwburg.

–  Comedy “come back Yankee” in boom chicago.
–  new York Design Event Cut and Paste in Paradiso.

the festive week will conclude with the launch of the “Amsterdam 1609 Trail” which will provide 
families and visitors the opportunity to visit 15 historical amsterdam locations, some practically 
unchanged since the time of Henry Hudson.
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on april 6th the Museum of the City of New York will launch the exhibition “amsterdam/new 
amsterdam: the worlds of Henry Hudson”, featuring rare 16th – and 17th century objects, images, 
and documents from major american and dutch collections. 
on april 9th- 11th the renowned Nederlands Dans Theater II, consisting of international young 
dance talents, will perform at the joyce theater in new York.
on april 29th the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra Brass and brass musicians from the new York 
Philharmonic will perform in a joint concert at the riverside church of new York, organized by 
the american friends of the rc orchestra. 
on april 30th, The Glory of Dutch Bulbs: A Legacy of 400 Years will open at the nY botanical 
Garden; this lavish bulb show features seven weeks of blooming flowers starring multi-color 
dutch icons such as the lily and tulip.
in the spring, hundreds of thousands of dutch daffodils and tulips will bloom throughout new York. 
the New Amsterdam trail commissioned by federal Hall and the Hudson 400 foundation will 
officially open at the end of april. the trail, which can be downloaded onto iPods and mobile 
phones, will guide walkers and bikers through the dutch heritage of new York.

to enhance travel between the netherlands and new York, amsterdam schiphol airport and new 
York jfk will launch the “international expedited traveller Program” at the end of april allowing 
frequent travelers between our countries to pass borders swiftly.

May: new York design week: nY400 dutch by design
world renowned dutch designers and young talent will be on display in the city during new York 
design week.
Picnic, europe’s leading annual international cross-media event highlighting creativity and 
innovation will hold an exclusive mini-event in new York city.

on May 14th the exhibition “amsterdam/new Perspectives: contemporary dutch Photographers in 
new York” will open in the Museum of the city of new York (through september 6th) and on May 
15th and 16th the frick collection will host the symposium “before and after the Hudson-fulton 
celebration of 1909: america collects dutch art of the Golden age.”

june
new York state will dedicate june 6th to Henry Hudson by organizing a festive river day with a 
relay flotilla which will start in Manhattan, go around the statue of liberty and subsequently 
trace Henry Hudson’s voyage to albany.

september 8–13 - nY400 week: Holland on the Hudson
in september 1609, the ‘Halve Maen’ made its historic voyage into, what is now, new York Harbor. 
that moment will be commemorated with a week filled with activities centered around the mouth 
of the Hudson river.

“New York’s birth certificate”, ‘the schaghen letter’ testifying to the purchase of Manhattan in 
1626, will be prominently displayed on the new amsterdam Pavilion in the battery for three days 
starting on september 9th. 

on that same day, a Forum on Adaptation to Climate Change and Watermanagement (H209) will 
be held in the new jersey liberty science center. it will focus on water management in the new 
York tri-state area and the netherlands in the 21st century. the forum is aimed at the new genera-
tion of american and dutch water managers. H209 will be a non-traditional conference focused on 
creating partnerships through interactive sessions and unusual settings for meetings. one of the 
highlights will be a “water-Gala” on the evening of september 9th. the conference concludes on 
september 10th with matchmaking sessions for business and government. 
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nYse euronext will host a dinner at the New York Stock Exchange on september 10th with high 
profile speakers from the world of finance. it will be attended by ceos from dutch financial 
corporations, each of whom will invite an american counterpart.

also on september 10th, the New Amsterdam Festival will premiere on Governors island. this 
festival will be based on the concept of two dutch summer festivals: oerol and de Parade. expect 
contemporary dance, theater and musical performances in and around the historical buildings 
and sites of Governors island. the festival will last until september 20th.

on september 10th, the new York part of the policy exchange on urban health will take place.

on september 12th, the exhibition ‘New Amsterdam: Island at the Center of the World’ will open 
at the south street seaport Museum. it will feature around sixty of the oldest historical documents, 
maps and prints related to new York from the dutch national archives, including the schaghen 
letter and the famous watercolors renderings of new amsterdam by the dutch map maker 
johannes vingboons. 

two ships of the royal netherlands navy, HNLMS Tromp (air defense and command frigate) and 
HNLMS Van Speijk (Multipurpose frigate), both named after famous dutch admirals from the 17th 
century, will participate in the festivities surrounding nY400. they will be open to the public 
during the entire visit. the royal netherlands Marine corps band, de Marinierskapel, consisting 
of seventy talented musicians, will add music to the festivities during the entire week. on sep-
tember 12th a gala dinner will be held on board of HnlMs tromp.

a New Amsterdam Village with 17th Century facades will be erected on bowling Green, and will 
include a market with dutch food and products to sample.

a unique transatlantic Job and Talent Swap will be organized. American police officers, fire fighters, 
nurses, civil servants, ceos, and others will swap jobs for a week with their dutch counterparts. 

the nYc400 week will end on september 13th with NYC Harbor Day, the first annual day celebrat-
ing NYC’s harbor. the day will be filled with activities centered on and near the Hudson river as 
well as the five Harbor district waterfront Parks: battery Park, Governors island, brooklyn bridge 
Park, Hudson river Park and snug Harbor. new Yorkers and visitors will have the opportunity to 
enjoy these parks and move around on free ferries and bikes and discover the new amsterdam 
trail. 

there will be a colourful flotilla of modern and historical dutch and american yachts and sailing 
vessels, including the replicas of the Halve Maen and the ‘onrust’ (the first ship built in america 
in 1614), dutch super Yachts, traditional flat-bottomed boats, HnlMs ‘tromp’ and HnlMs ‘van 
speyk’. a ‘flying dutchman’ sailboat race will take place off battery Park.

HRH the Prince of Orange and HRH Princess Máxima of the Netherlands intend to be present 
during the nY400 week activities.
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november: finale
the new York organization Five Dutch Days Five Boroughs will hold its annual cultural festival 
around dutch american Heritage day with a special nY400 theme focusing on the 17th century 
roots of new York. the second Conference on active citizenship, “Pioneers”, will take place on 
november 19th and 20th in new York culminating in an “active citizenship charter” for dutch-
american pioneers. 

on november 20th, the New Amsterdam Pavilion and Plein in the battery will ceremoniously be 
presented to battery Park conservancy and new York city. 

the celebrations in new York will conclude with the 90th annual Peter Stuyvesant Ball, a fund-
raiser for fulbright scholarships and other grants for dutch-american exchanges. HRH Princess 
Margriet of the Netherlands and her husband, Professor Pieter van Vollenhoven, and their family 
are planning to attend. 

the Quadricentennial celebrations will end in the netherlands with a historic exhibition on the 
400-year old history of the Amsterdam Stock Exchange, including the first stocks and other 
original documents issued by the east india company which commissioned Hudsons epic journey.

otHer rel ated events 
these are only some of the highlights of 2009. Many more, including an exhibition on “Margarita 
van varick: a dutch woman in seventeenth century new York” at the bard graduate center 
galleries, exhibitions at the new York Public library, new York state Museum, educational events 
in brooklyn, and other dutch cultural events (a.o. photography, music, fashion) have not been 
listed, but can be found on www.ny400.nl. furthermore, a good survey of events organized by  
new York state may be found on its Quadricentennial website www.exploreny.com.

Quadricentennial leGacY 
in addition to the new amsterdam Pavilion and new amsterdam Plein, and the grants from the 
netherland-america foundation (naf) and Holland america friendship foundation (Haff), other 
types of footprints will remain after the 2009 celebrations, especially in the field of culture and 
education. these include:

–  Publications: a book on amsterdam-new amsterdam by russell shorto and Geert Mak: 1609, 
the forgotten History of Hudson, amsterdam and new York; the Handbook: four centuries of 
dutch-american relations from the roosevelt studies center; a liber amicorum from the new 
netherland institute on early dutch roots; a publication about the dutch, Pioneers in interna-
tional business, with a historical overview of trade relations between the netherlands and the 
US; a number of educational projects, including a book about the influence of the Dutch language 
on american english (by the dutch language union) and programs for online partnerships 
between schools linked to the theme “the richness within”;

–  culture: the catalogues of the exhibitions mentioned above.
–  the new amsterdam tourist trails in amsterdam and new York and travel guides of dutch 

new York and amsterdam;
–  documentaries about the role of the netherlands in the early history of new York;
–  the ongoing translation of the west india company documents by dr. charles Gehring’s  

new netherland Project.
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